Trends in dental health among Icelandic urban children.
Caries experience, oral hygiene and caries-related salivary parameters were recorded in a 20% representative sample of 12-year-old schoolchildren in Reykjavik, Iceland in 1991. The majority of the children was re-examined 3 years later in 1994. Trends in prevalence of caries and salivary bacteria were assessed by comparison with an analogous earlier longitudinal study (1984-87). Mean DFS values for 12-year-olds were 12.1 and 4.1, for 15-year-olds 23.3 and 11.3 in the earlier and later study, respectively. Reduction in DFS was 66% and 52% for the respective age groups. The decline was most pronounced in the group with low caries prevalence. Trends in caries experience were paralleled by salivary bacteria. The mean caries scores and frequency distributions of 15-year-olds in 1994 closely resembled those of 12-year-olds a decade earlier, suggesting a delay rather than a true fall in caries prevalence.